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GOVERNOR DAVIS AND FIRST LADY ANNOUNCE
LAUNCH OF EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS PROGRAM

Public and Private Partnerships Work to Build Prepared Californians Starting With School Children

LOS ANGELES – Governor Gray Davis and First Lady Sharon Davis today announced the launch of
FLASH: A California Partnership For Safety and Preparedness, an alliance of public and private
partnerships that will focus on teaching safety and preparedness to Californians.

“We know that knowledge is power,” Mrs. Davis said. “We hope to empower all Californians so that
they have the tools to cope with any possible emergency.”

FLASH is a far-reaching program that will provide ongoing instruction to California residents on how
to deal with emergency situations and natural disasters. The first program of its kind in America, the
initiative is committed to building generations of prepared and resilient children and adults.
FLASH will:

• Institute progressive preparedness programs in all of California’s 8,000 public schools. Private
schools may also access preparedness resources, though participation will not be mandatory.

• Strengthen the bonds between the schools, homes and communities.
• Work to develop venues for community service and preparedness.

In October 2003, FLASH will launch the first annual weeklong curriculum for California’s
kindergarten through 12th grade students. During the week, youths will be taught age-appropriate
safety and preparedness lessons that cover emergency situations and natural and man-made disasters.
At the end of the week students will take home a family plan so the entire family can improve its
preparedness and resilience.

FLASH was created by a group of concerned citizens who joined together to increase resilience in
California’s children after the terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001. FLASH has created a unique
partnership of relevant state and federal agencies and private partners including FEMA (Federal
Emergency Management Agency), the American Red Cross, the Salvation Army, the Industry Task
Force, the Governor’s Office of Emergency Services (OES), the California Office of Homeland
Security, the Governor’s Office on Service and Volunteerism (GO SERV) and the California
Broadcasters Association.
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“FLASH is immensely grateful to the Governor and First Lady Davis, in addition to all our wonderful
partners, for this opportunity to make a substantial impact on the lives of Californians,” said Hillary
Mendelsohn, Executive Director of FLASH. “Recent events have served to highlight the need for
emergency preparedness, but this need always exists. Our overriding goal is to help California raise the
first generation of American adults that are truly prepared for any situation.”
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